
Noon Bible Study: 1 kings 6 & 7 
Purpose & Function of the Temple 

 

The Temple in Jerusalem will be the singular location for the worship of Yahweh, the Creator and God of Israel.  The 

covenant terms that God made with Israel through Moses included a specific system of worship and sacrifice that required 

such a place.  Up to this point the worship of the LORD was done via a temporary and portable structure called the 

tabernacle.  Now, through Solomon’s construction the framework of the tabernacle will be enlarged and enhanced 

through the permanent building known as Solomon’s Temple.  We will learn of it’s size and detail now in chapters 6 and 7 

and learn more of the spiritual significance of this place in chapter 8. 

 

1 Kings 6:1-10 - Temple Construction Details 

 

 v. 2 - 90 feet long, 30 feet wide, and 45 feet high 

 

Cubit: A cubit was a unit of measure roughly equivalent to 18 inches or 45 cm 

 

v. 3 - nave: main central part of the temple. Similar to the main sanctuary portion of a traditional church or cathedral 

 

v. 7 - no hammer or axe heard in temple 

 

Exodus 20:25 - 'If you make an altar of stone for Me, you shall not build it of cut stones, for if you wield 

your tool on it, you will profane it. 

 

Deuteronomy 27:5-6 - "Moreover, you shall build there an altar to the LORD your God, an altar of stones; you 

shall not wield an iron tool on them.  6 "You shall build the altar of the LORD your God of uncut stones, and 

you shall offer on it burnt offerings to the LORD your God;  

 

Apparently they cut the stones outside of the temple and brought them in to be used for the altar afterwards. 

 

1 Kings 6:11-14 - Covenant Reminder 

 

ESV Study Bible: “The temple is placed firmly in its proper theological context. God will certainly dwell among his people 

once the temple is built (v. 13), but this “dwelling” will be on the same basis as before: the people’s obedience to the 

law (cf. Lev. 26:11–12). The temple itself, for all its splendor, does not change anything about the nature of the 

divine-human relationship. This was something that the Israelites were apt to forget after the temple had been built and 

had become a centrally important aspect of national life (cf. Jer. 7:1–34). God is not as impressed with structures as he 

is with obedience, a point made later by Stephen in his speech to the Sanhedrin in Acts 7; and the beauty of temples is 

never any guarantee that God will not leave them or bring judgment on them (cf. Luke 21:5–6).” 
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It is possible, based on the wording of v. 11 & 12a that God communicated this as a reminder to Solomon while he was 

building the temple.  Even the very placement of these verses in the text of this chapter sort of interrupts the flow, as 

if to say - “hey what you’re doing for a second -- remember what this is all about and what really matters → ME.” 

 

(1 Kings 6:15-36 - Inside of Temple) 

 

1 Kings 6:15-18 - Wooden Walls 

 

1 Kings 6:19-28 - Inner Sanctuary 

 

v. 38 - 7 years to complete Temple construction  

 

“Note that the writer spends considerably more space depicting the interior of the house (v. 14-38) as opposed to the 

exterior (v. 1-10).  Richard Nelson points out that the average Israelite would never have seen the interiour of the 

temple.  So perhaps we can understand the writer’s focus on the interior: he gives Joe and Jane Israelite at least an 

“audio tour” of Yahweh’s holy place, enabling them to envisage what it is like, ‘giving the readers a chance to gawk at 

the cherubim in the holy of holies’ (Dale Ralph Davis, “Focus On The Bible: 1 Kings” pg 63). 

 

1 Kings 7:1-12 - Solomon’s Palace 

 

v. 1 - Palace took 13 years (compared to 7 years of Temple - 

Perhaps some indication of a divided heart?) 

 

v. 2 - NLT - One of Solomon's buildings was called the Palace of the 

Forest of Lebanon. It was 150 feet long, 75 feet wide, and 45 feet high. 

There were four rows 

of cedar pillars, and 

great cedar beams 

rested on the 

pillars.” 

 

v. 6 - NLT - Solomon 

also built the Hall 

of Pillars, which was 

75 feet long and 45 

feet wide. There was 

a porch in front, 

along with a canopy 

supported by pillars.  

 

v. 10 - NLT - Some of the huge foundation stones were 15 feet long, and some 

were 12 feet long. 
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1 Kings 7:13-44 - work of Hiram the skilled bronze worker   (Back to Temple) 

 

v. 13-14 - Hiram of Tyre:  This Hiram who makes the temple furnishings fashioned from bronze is not to be confused with 

the king of ch. 5. Although he is summoned from Tyre, the authors are in fact most careful to point out that it was only 

his father, from whom he had learned his trade, who is a native of that city. His mother was an Israelite widow of the 

tribe of Naphtali in the far north of the country, near the Phoenician coast. Therefore, Hiram, who had one Jewish 

parent, was not simply a Gentile with no Israelite roots. He is described in a way reminiscent of a famous Israelite with 

a similar job to do, Bezalel son of Uri, the chief craftsman involved in the construction of the tabernacle (Ex. 31:1–11; 

35:30–35). Both men are said to be full of wisdom, understanding, and skill with regard to work in bronze. (ESV Study 

Bible on 1 Kings 7:13-14) 

 

v. 15-22 - Pillars, Caps, and related work 

  

v. 23-26 - “The Sea” contains 12,000 gallons of water which were to be used for the washing of the priests. 

 

v. 27-37 - 10 Stands.  These stands were movable and would hold basin’s of water to assist with 

washing of the sacrificial animals. 

 

v. 38-39 - 10 Basins. These basins would hold the water and be placed on the 10 stands (v. 27-37).  

Each basin held 240 gallons of water. 

 

v. 40-47 - Summary of Hiram’s work 

 

1 Kings 7:48-51 - Holy Items For Temple Made By Solomon 

 

Hiram makes all of the 

bronze items, but 

Solomon is in charge 

of the gold and 

sacred objects.  

Believe it or not, 

there is a lot of 

detail LEFT OUT!  The 

description of how to 

make all of these 

sacred objects was 

given to Moses when he 

spoke with God on the 

mountain.  So in this 

instance the items are 

mentioned, without 

physical description 

measurements etc.  
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